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Abstract: Metformin Associated Lactic Acidosis: a Case Report and Literatures Review
Watanyu Parapiboon, M.D.*,
Nuchapa Ratanajaratroj, M.D.**
* Resident, Department of Medicine, Maharat Nakhon Ratchasima Hospital, Nakhon Ratchasima 30000
** Staff, Department of Medicine, Maharat Nakhon Ratchasima Hospital, Nakhon Ratchasima 30000
Nakhon Ratch Med Bull 2007, 31: 197-205.

Metformin is a widely used oral hypoglycemic agent. Lactic acidosis is serious side effect but rare. Risk factors
of this condition are mostly contraindication of metformin therapy. Because only few cases have been reported in
Thailand, general practitioners may lack of experience and unaware of this side effect. This report presented a case of

suspected metformin associated lactic acidosis and literatures review.
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sz ¥aoAn: (i DM type 2 1ag essential hyper-
tension 7 11 $nwii Tsawemnaumiseunss 19
Current medication: Pioglitazone (15 mg) 2x1 pc,
Metformin (500 mg) 2x3 pc, Irbesartan (150 mg) 1x1
pe, Nifedipine CR (30 mg) 1x1 pc M@ IALEI
ARBA serum creatinine 1.2 mg/dL (1812 @ouA8L)
woz sz SAnugs
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General appearance: A Thai woman, alert, look
distress, follow command

Vital signs: BP 160/80 mmHg, Pulse 110 beats/
min, RR 26/min, Temperature 37°C

HEENT: not pale conjunctiva, no icteric sclera,
no puffy eyelids, JVP flat, dry lip

Heart: normal S182, no murmur

Lungs: tachypnea, dyspnea, no retraction of chest
wall, normal breath sound, ne adventitious sound

Abdomen: mild distend, soft, not tender, no

hepatosplenomegaly, CV A not tender

Extremities: pitting edema 1+ both legs

Investigations:

CBC: Hb 11 g/dL, Hct 36 vol%, WBC 11,900
cells /ml (N 43%, L 14%, Mono 8%, Eo 1%, band 23%,
metamyelocyte 4%, myelocyte 5%, no toxic granules),
Platelet 423,000 /ml

BUN/Cr: 83/8.4 mg/dL

Electrolyte: Na” 131 mmoV/L, K" 5.4 mmol/L, CI
94 mmol/L, HCOJ' low

LFT: Chol 310 mg/dL, DB/TB 0.1/0.6 mg/dL,
AST50U/L,ALT 14 U/L, AP 63 U/L, TP 8.5 mg/dL,
Alb3.9 g/dL, Glob 4.6 g/dL

Arterial blood gas during on ventilator MCV
mode; tidal volume 500 ml, respiratory rate 34 /min,
positive end expiratory pressure 2 cmHZO, FiOz 1.0: pH
7.04, pCO, 25 mmHg, HCO, 7 mmol/L, PaO_717
mmHg

Urinary analysis: colorless, clear, pH 5, sp.gr.
1.012, protein 1+, sugar 2+, ketone 1+, blood 1+, WBC
2-3/HPF, RBC 0-1 /HPF

Capillary blood glucose: 144 mg/dL, serum
ketone 10 mg/dL, serum lactate RGP ’Jil"llj"lﬁsl’

Septic work up: Hemoculture and urine culture
no growth after 3 days

CXR and ultrasound KUB: aglunaising

miaderilesdy
Severe high anion gap metabolic acidosis and acute
renal failure
DM type 2 with history of metformin use
Essential hypertension
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1. lactic acidosis
2 a
2. ketoacidosis HUNAV 1A diabetic ketoacidosis,
starvation, alcoholic ketoacidosis
3.5 lesuatsu190819@1 11 194 methanol,
ethylene glycol
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ﬁ'ﬂqaﬁqu severe high anion gap metabolic
acidosis and acute renal failure "lﬁ'uﬁ"lmm’m:nﬁami‘lu
N5A (metabolic acidosis) Tael4 sodium bicarbonate
7.5%NaHCO, intravenous (ﬁn?fq Auls ampules Tu
12 %2 1214), sodamint tablet 3x3 oral pc s Heniden
Srannioa oy (hemodialysis) ilpsnniimaziden
Shunsaesraguuseiind el 188 oms 1o 1850
514 endotrachial tube lﬁﬁ)aﬂ work of breathing,
empirical antibiotic 1 cefiriazone 2 g intravenous daily
HivnniidnyuzN19AGENveN systemic inflamma-
tory response syndrome

niamimondoadaoniedlaion 2 as
Hiheomsasu weumileeioras mazdunsaly
Aenaanns annsavtmesioniele 1 uazngam
UiFme WRlusud 3 manzidehuden: lifide
m?mulﬁni'n)uaz'l:.iﬁ'h’fnﬁm‘:uu1‘a’n

gihelilymilaanznfuhl (polyuria)
an 18uesimaunulugyl 0.9%Nss iy
Usinailgaziiesmnlunsas Ju i1 BUN/Cr an
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auides q wudeiuil 6 fiheanunsasenainiss
neald wasiamaamueinslu 1 flav wa
BUN iaz Croglunssitnd damstedi 1 uwndisy
nlumsinnlsanmamues Tinanuaulafings
wiialnuily Glipizide (5mg) 1x1 ac, Nifedipine CR
(30mg) 1x1 pc

N3 Iedtigae: Metformin associated lactic acidosis
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Metabolic acidosis fisn1izideaiiunia fiaam
PRI AT hydrogen ion [H'] #7090 150A89904
bicarbonate [HCO, 1 Fuzvumaaumelaszao
ﬁumnﬁaaﬂ PaCO2 1w respiratory alkalosis
compensated

azdeailunsa uiia1dily 2 ¥iia a1 anion
gap HlAouinlasiogeduniensdi anzideaiiy
3 mﬂ?ﬂﬁ anion gap Q4 (high anion gap metabolic
acidosis) D10INA I INAAARA (lactic acidosis) HN1I2
ideaiunsafnenmsiuvesssfuanamnnn
5 mmol/L inaoawmaaiez dnaae

Taoih lunneifieendiou T1emueznldon
pyravate ifuaTuen Tasen teduaziiilu mitochon-
dria uiunszuoumslunisatienglaa wins
meadienglaauuybildoondiou pyruvate 9zqn
waswiluuananTasew 1o lactate dehydrogenase
Tumeaiauendnldilszuna 1,400 mmol Ao e
gmiaugadlag HCO, TuSnafioiiu vimbu
L!ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁ%’ﬁijmzqmmmnaﬁﬂuﬁﬁmﬂudm‘lﬁﬂj
igsiouny 1020 maauaﬂﬁm:qnﬁﬁ'ﬂﬁqﬁ'lﬂ A9
Yuluanneznassduuananludenssiaiioond
1 mmol/L
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1). -L-Lactic iShusiladiny I8vos amnsoa'ld
nnluidea ianinnisasng Inauyuu'lyld
2ONTIIU

2). -D-Lactic Hlurananvouniize infialu
éﬁﬁﬂﬂz bacterial overgrowth _niu short-bowel
syndrome sz iadanedld Taoundudrdaly
annTodasedy D-Lactc huden 14 dniunisiings
flT.)zﬁ"Iué"l]’lﬂﬁﬁﬂiz’fﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂf’f i anion gap g4

d' 1) P o 1 ¥ P
M 1 wansas e ians luiuaie 9 vesdihenswan

Suiiveamausulsanena $uit 1 uit 2 uft 3 Fufi e Jufi 14
BUN (mg/dL) 83.0 41.0 51.0 16.0 20.0
Cr (mg/dL) 8.4 4.0 5.0 1.3 1.1
pH 7.0 7.34
Sodium (mMol/L) 131.0 144.0 141.0
Potassium (mMol/L) 5.4 44 34
Chloride (mMol/L) 94.0 95.0 109.0
HCO}' (mMol/L) low 11.0 21.0

hemodialysis hemodialysis
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AUNAUAzYIAYBI Lactic Acidosis

Cohen and Woods"” 1dtiisnnedeadiunsa
nnuanfnihi 2 vila

- Type A Aavinanziitioiiovinsendiou
W38WA9 M adenosine tri-phosphate (ATP) 141 1172
Foansems lvadoudealusumelia

- TypeB1ﬂ1ﬁ‘lﬁﬂmﬂl‘éﬂlﬂﬂ‘lﬂﬂﬂElﬂ‘ﬁl‘ilﬂ‘ﬂ?ﬂ
Wi ATP At Izs e i i aansowie
11 3 wilagoe 1Aun

Bl wulu systemic disease 1%V renal failure,
hepatic failure, malignancy, heat stroke, pheochromocy-
toma 1A% thiamine deficiency

B2 HAnInemazaTRABYeTEA Tils 109y
1Aun

- Acetaminophen, alcohol, glycol group
(ethylene glycol, propylene glycol, methanol)

- Antiretroviral drug (zidovudine, didanosine,
lamivudine)

- Beta adrenergic agents (epinephrine, ritodrine,
terbutaline)

- Biguanides (phenformin, metformin)

- Cyanogenic compound (cyanide, aliphatic
nitriles, nitroprusside)

- Sugar alcohols (fructose, sorbitol, xylitol)

- Other drugs: isoniazid, 5-fluorouracil, halo-
thane, sulfasalazine, valproic acid

B3 nululsanuiugns suvesuumuedey
(inbom errors of metabolism)

- Glucose-6-phosphatase efficiency (von Gierke

disease)

- Fructose 1, 6-diphosphatase deficiency

- Pyruvate dehydrogenase deficiency

- Methylmaonic aciduria

- MELAS syndrome (mitochondrial encephalo-
pathy, lactic acidosis, stroke-like episodes)

Metformin and Lactic Acidosis

Metformin hydrochloride Wuerlu ﬂijn
biguanide 1¥lumsnuumaaiiai 2 nalnns
penqATId a0 aﬂnﬁﬁ%'mfmmﬂq‘iﬂainnﬁu
(hepatic glucose production) 1uvuIUuMs gluconeo-
genesis Iatilnane AMP-kinase il¥szdmimaon
a1 UBNIINTINIANYINYT1H 088 peripheral
insulin resistance 1@ 39919360 1#31 metformin (Hlu
“insulin sensitizer” N3 e 5EA AR Tau T 14
nszquMsHA1803 TuuBUYAU® metformin Fr0aA
seAuHbA1 fova 12 diefvufunvasn® dulhy
manszdnhaadIEn v himinaauaz
32089 macrovascular events gflhenmausiiaf
2 ﬁﬁfmﬁ'ﬂﬁmﬁummgmmﬂmiﬁnywm UK.
Prospective Diabetes Study Group (UKPDS)“ uazéia
wuiilse Temidessuuialwaznasadonlufihe
ﬁ'lﬁ’ Fumsm percutaneous coronary intervention
pcD Tunis3nu polycystic ovary syndrome WU
metformin 1817 ovulatory capacity 1l6Z metabolic
parameters ﬁ?fu uaﬂmmﬂumi finy1 Diabetic
Prevention Program® metformin AwTsnantAI I
FUNS (relative risk) voamananrulugihe
impaired glucose tolerance TA3BUa 31 udvziiBonm
manlasunasdamamsduiingie Siansasudes
1&3vuaz s8 uanaunsoriun1Fludile prediabetes
fhigunsamuquemsniesenmidsnie @il
AMUA metformin 'lﬁn'én"la’ﬂuqiiﬂéfmm'ﬂ f.A.1957
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NaV19AE9Y89 Metformin
rathadosduIngiilueimsmeszuums
@womns i adu'ld enfou {dnuufiau dada
miufies madhadssiieansoud vl Taemssen
Wsumnnae lhiminas samsnuszuudud
wuldu hafsue dounde fanmitoudiu 4 ia
fifu MsaavessERUIRiTL BI12 Uz megaloblastic
anemia faunatraReRduas1e uawy 180N
Ao mzdoaidlunsavinuanin
Wo111301¥v93 Metformin®

1. U8 metformin

2. imsnanuvedlaialnd Tauan creatinine
>1.5 mg/dL. Tufano nag >1.4mg/dL Tugnda n3o
amfidssemsaveslafinnd wu 183U
e, naamsedalng)

3. amefidndenz ens mnzmmf'l, A
ﬁ;ai,uusﬂummmﬁaﬂ (sepsis), néisolamne
Roundunaznmzilvduman

4. 7117 hypoxemia

5. I UYsIRURALNA

6. g

y oo,

7. AA559

qiinnsaivesnz@eniilunsaninuaniin Tudihe
WM
A = 9

meideadlunsannuanaa ludihomman
A Vo 1 e . = v o dao
#1asuenlungu biguanide wulinmduRusiuMs
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1% phenformin A38ATINMTIAADI 40-64 A 100,000

AU-11” 93U phenformin §NOBUBININNTT 1IN
aaiinlulaiemmssy 1970 na lnmsiada lins
¥a iwoufuninnawiliiode nnzviadugdu
ZALY phenformin gufiuvuie sawufiheiiilede
] ¥
@eremaiianzvinesndiny, Anseguusaly
ad \
A3ZUENADN, azotemia M3 BANE ST AT HBIMINIIBY
-4 { 1 = a
nlimudsensitannzdsailunsasinuanin
L d 1
udoz i85 uenlunguil wuh lumyndhunmoa
dAdIUYe1 lactate to pyruvate UAFINTUNA wazdl
M39$ nicotinamide adenine dinucleotide (NAD)
anas midimsazauvewanan Tuvwaums
wmuedauuy hil¥oondouvens lulamsa
@74 metformin WulANTainzIAeaAilY
nIAvINLanAntpen AUz 1-9 91D 100,000
au-11®? wudihon i Ie metformin sz
] 9 ¥
uann TudeatiuiunIneulaz HaseMIsURINeY
[} ¥
Tuwnalng szdunanenivisdudunaninms
a AA A o
wasuulasveang Inmunameniiveyfan 14
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uazdgszuudeaneinea Favzgnirdaniedy
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ar . aoa 3/ 1 et 9 ¥ 3 Y
31 metformin tinina Tudireniiderim1gey uain
oz hildmdiataldun msieuvesladen i
r . ) 1 el o o dl d'.
52D metformin Tuwamiigasuduiidledvdun
o - a ) d!, [] < T
mivszavuanan ludeagiy mu msulhe
vwesniiinavi Itauiu Tafiadaauaydl tissue
o . ar A
perfusion 98843 1112 hypoxia Tiﬂﬂﬂﬂif]ﬂu’q’i’l 1u
¥ 14
ANLAINAINUNATITZAY metformin Tunaain
UnAnsssdunanmmludongs Ssormiiulillén
metformin 819 i Idiluarumauesnzidoniiunia
= Iﬂ s a1 T @A g =
nnuanan waithuvgmsaiingsw Taotiudy " &
A15NY systematic review and meta-analysis"™” 591/
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funsanauandnludibonnvauyiian 2 #14
uaz 1 185umsShYIdI8 metformin Tunandraiy
nafe guaAmsamIfanzdeaiiunsann
1 »
uandnludihefili183y metformin A0 9.9 n5ede
100,000 Au-1 Houiudion 145y metformin 8.1
¥ ¥ v
a¥ane 100,000 Au- Aaiuds lilddoaglfidaou
N metformin Wuaungimhiifanzideaily
asaninuenan ugthoumauwieh 2 owthufios
a‘d' = 1 LY. ) | ar
mamssiniiasuTaetudgywieoruiluileds
8 W o :1’ o a [ )
aszquitiianizil Sideuthdaawnmsided
slimszSunselinemudihaiannzdeadiunsa
ninuandnludilhonmausiah 2 #1459 metfor-
1 ar A . . Iw n’:
min 3IUNUYIDU 9 BN 1¥U oristat’® HaLHMEVEH
§2U1 renin angiotensin system (ACE-I t1ag ARB)™

Hodenduslumiia Metformin associated Iactic
acidosis""
Chronic risk factor
- Cardiovascular discase
- Chronic renal failure
Alcohol abuse
- Chronic hepatic failure
- Oldage
Acute risk factor
Acute renal failure

- Intravenous contrast media

- Metformin overdose

- Shock

- Hypoxemia

7 [l o 9 s o \ '

auiuaziiu lahiledufodn q veanne
metformin associated lactic acidosis i© i’faﬁmwﬁm
119jv89 metformin

2INMIUATOINIIUTAI
dluemsvesnnzideatiunsadeszuudn g
1 - a A b1 =4 A
yesiumofie Guninaaunld enteu diee s 1ha
t .
M9 ininies weude visletuuyy Kussmual's
o } 4
breathing Aovvludwu uaznevdn umsszuio
o o A o A
a5ueulneenlzrven ldimerareiuntiziion
g ; é =y 1] L]
dlunsaanihmaludeamanlng linulugiho
11451 metformin W ludu§wasRasanae e
a [} @ b
By dudy Fuas linouaues anududwezde
aSa
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m3iteneln

finmzideaidlunsa arterial blood gas pH<7.35,
7172 high anion gap metabolic acidosis KA A3 NIAA—-
UANINAN 5 mmolL $ufuYseIAmMs 14 met-
formin TuMs MM uiiad 2 niensfilszay
metformin “lmﬁ'aﬂqa

MsAsIvsEAULanMNANNI DA 19 18
doaunuazdoadidanyna liansaiy

myinedsuonlin

HONAUMABUYDY high anion gap metabolic
acidosis A9

- 1172 intoxication 1¥Y methanol, ethylene
glycol

- 1% ketoacidosis 3ufia 180N KA EE MY
191U diabetic ketoacidosis, starvation ketoacidosis

- medeadiunsannuanin # hildiiasn

metformin A&l 11‘-‘@?‘1&) poor tissue perfusion, shock

MIinen
pasgananglumsinw fe msudluanzidon
dlunsa nMsMIALAAAMIIDE metformin HOAYINT N
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meouazmsinuuuulsziulszaes Fuiluvuaoy
fidigann Tau buffering agent unsud ¥nmziden
ifunsn Ao sodium bicarbonate 1 ampule 1150 cc %
equivalent Y93 HCO, 44.6 mEq TavRvsaniveile
arterial pH<7.2 d31/51110 sodium bicarbonate 7197
TRnnmsaIm

HCO, deficit = 0.5 x ining @landy) x
[15-38AU HOO, 'lumnﬂ] mﬂmu'm"lrﬁ'mﬂum
HCO, Mmaﬁuﬂammu lildvavensedy HCO, W
mm“lu‘mmu m'wuegﬂmvﬂumiuﬂummuﬁw
uazsfrmuaaldifud Taodszuna §atfums
AnAuTEAY HCO, Tudensdnlnddasuiiudss
354 M3 sodium bicarbonate Avariiafawadng
#1299 19U 2172 volume overload, hypernatremia,
overshoot alkalosis WO sodium bicarbonate 9711
115':"5'1@mﬂﬁms"uau‘lﬂaaﬂ'lmﬁ'mn?;u,hemoglobin
oxygen dissociation curve léﬂ“’lﬂﬂﬂ‘%"lﬂ ma
systemic venous oxygen QA a9 14 tissue perfusion
anaald

Buffering agent ﬁ!ﬁﬂéu‘lﬁllﬁ tris-[hydroxy-
methyl] aminomethane, carbicarb fivoane luneliia
mivonlaoenlad hisunwuatinsinnagdlan
dszansamlumsSaunlilamiie1n 11 sodium
bicarbonate"®

Dichloroacetate Lﬂutl'lﬁﬁl‘ff’ﬂizﬁu pyruvate
dehydrogenase enzyme complex é@ﬂzﬁﬂﬁtﬁﬂms
msﬂszﬁunmmuaﬁﬁmmzaﬂmsﬁ%'1wmuamnn
umlszAninmlumsinndshifideyafifioane®

Renal replacement therapy I.ﬂ‘u 3 I.l.f’ﬁ‘ll‘lﬁ'ﬂa
amzdeaiiunia MIMIALAAKNIAL metformin
POAINTNAYIT18997N metformin 1Hueniiil volume
of distribution g4 [63-276 L] 119 metformin
sznszarviegluiiedens 4 WWinnuazisaeen

2131908 149 msnenidead e lafioy Tauld
bicarbonate buffer lufthoeimsminimazideaiu
NIABITNUIIIAG pH <7.1 uaz iAo uausAants
Snvuuulsziulszaes uielinn lanuRoundu
saudae sz Temirroudlunnzdeatiunsald
UDAMHBINMTVY metformin DBNDINT 1IN
137 continuous renal replacement therapy 1%
continuous veno-venous hemofiltration (CVVH) 4@
9 o v r- ] 9 = ]
o laeuniinisvenidendie lamion udeuiso
mlaludiheiszuums lvadiouTada lindf®
ms¥ayuuudseiusenne wu mildinses
gaevwle msIdensihmaumy mandlundouss
=9 = :’ - A': A l:‘
Arlnd Tasanzazinamaludesn fludsingg
o 4 4 I @ v 9/
mitadanaz msFnunaug hideeaue

msnennsallsn

7% Metformin associated lactic acidosis 49#157
mogadouas 33-63*2 finsfinumuidanaely
; 1o [ =} Ly | ) ar .
Juagiuszaundioatiuluaea, s2AUe) metformin,
nazuanwanlwiden JaseRnuIunusaTINIAe
TAun ammzRounduvesizlsuasvosmiden, lsndy

o a &£

uduaznisaaie lunszumfoauuuTUNS
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N1 metformin associated lactic acidosis 114
Y A e 3 124 o o o q %
natfsIinues ualln NS dymsze1sm i

b4 [
Aihudedinld msasdoniziiludilofil unex-
plained high anion gap metabolic acidosis 3711 1aANg
weunduludihon i 185 metformin Tasdna
¥
edouen lsaninansaaelunssumasauas
A e L H‘ 1]
amz@oaiiuniannaumgou msitoiniuen
AslissAuuamANENEY SIfUTEAY metformin
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