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ABSTRACT: A Randomized Controlled Trial of 500 mg Oral Metronidazole Prophylactic
Febrile Morbidity after Elective Abdominal Hysterectomy in Maharat Nakhon
Ratchasima Hospital
Chatchai Jantrawetip, M.D., Pisake Thonksawatwong, M.D.
Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Maharat Nakhon Ratchasima Hospital,
Nakhon Ratchasima, 30000
Nakhon Ratch Med Bull 2002;26:9-18.
Objective: To study the efficacy of 500 mg oral metronidazole prophylaxis in preventing febrile
morbidity after elective abdominal hysterectomy.
Study design: Randomized controlled trials
Setting: Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Maharat Nakhon Ratchasima Hospital
Subject: Female patient admitted to the Department of Gynecology for elective abdominal
hysterectomy during September 2001 and January 2002
Intervention: By randomization, 62 patients were given a single oral dose (500 mg) of metron—
idazole and 62 patients received an oral placebo at least 8 hours before elective abdominal
hysterectomy. All of them were undergone abdominal hysterectomy for various benign diseases.
Other antibiotic use was withheld until there was no postoperative infection. Follow up postop-
erative febrile morbidity and other outcomes were analysed for correlation.
Main outcome measures: Mean, standard deviation, range, and Chi-square
Result: No significant differences were present in relation to age, length of hospital stay, length
of operation, pathologic condition, surgeon, estimated blood loss and blood transfusion. The
incidence of febrile morbidity after elective abdominal hysterectomy was 27 of 62 patients
(43.5%) in the metronidazole group and 29 of 62 patients (46.89%) in the placebo group. That
patients in both groups had high incidence of postoperative febrile morbidity was not statistically
significant. There was low incidence of known cause of febrile morbidity, 6 of 27 patients
(22.2%) in the metronidazole group and 6 of 23 patients (20.7%) in the placebo group.
Conclusion: There was no difference in the febrile morbidity rate between both groups. The
results do not support the use of 500 mg oral metronidazole prophylaxis for preventing febrile
morbidity after elective abdominal hysterectomy.

Key word: abdominal hysterectomy, antibiotic prophylaxis
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sinvemiriaa, 91 (Jesas) 0.839
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mean, 2SD 70.89 (16.385) 68.14 (14.993)
range 45-120 40-110

maswden 91y (Jesay) 7 (11.3) 8 (12.9) 1.00
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*TAH = Total abdominal hysterectomy

1TAH+SO = Total abdominal hysterectomy with palpingo-oophorectomy

$TAH+SO+Appendectomy = Total abdominal hysterectomy with or without salpingo-oophorectomy, and appendectomy
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