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36 ABSTRACTS

The Study of Socio-Economic Factors which Cause Diarrheal Diseases

by Using Basic Minimum Need Indicators

Ruchira Mangklasiri * Somchai Durongdej

Patchaporn Sirichongprasert

This study has been conducted in the slum areas Nakorn
ratchasima (Korat) Muang Municipality. The specific objective is
to identify the socio-economic factors which cause diarrheal di-
seases by using basic minimum needs as indicators. Ethnographic
study by participant observation technique and depth interview have
been used to explore more detail as well as laboratory investiga-
tion. The findings show incidence rate of diarrheal diseases among
all age population is 0.6-0.78 episode/person/year, and 5.28 epi-
sode/person/year among 0-2 years old children.

Basic minimum needs problems which cause and relate to
diarrheal disease are malnutrition among preschool children, lack
of basic social services, poor environmental sanitation, lack of
community participation in order to solving their own problems as
well as low income. Ethnographic study shows that prevalence of
breastfeeding among 0-2 years children is40 %, sweeten - condensed
milk feeding is 21%, bottle feeding process (bottle and milk
handling and preparation) causes a lot of bacterial contamination.

The results of the study have been applied to make recom-
mendation for diarrheal disease control program in the slum commu-

nity through basic minimum need concept and utilization.

* MD. MPH. Chief, Social Medicine Section, Maharat Nakornratchasima
Hospital



