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Abstract: Radiation Treatment of Spinal Cord Compression from Extramedullary
Hematopoiesis in Thalassemia: Report of 3 Cases
Narongpol Tientong, M.D.
Division of Radiation Oncology, Department of Radiology, Maharat Nakhon Ratchasima Hospital
Nakhon Ratch Hosp Med Bull 1998;22:185-9.

During September 1993-January1998, Division of Radiation Oncology, Department of Radiology, Mabharat
Nakhon Ratchasima Hospital had three male thalassemic patients with neurological symptom of spinal cord
compression due to extramedullary hematopoiesis in thoracic spine. These patients were treated with radiotherapy
using total radiotherapeutic doses between 1,600-2,000 cGy in 8-10 fractions and the result of treatment was
excellent. Radiotherapy should be the treatment of choice in thalassemic patients with symptom of spinal cord

compression from extramedullary hematopoiesis. Doses of radiotherapy which are adequate for treatment should

not exceed 2,000 cGy in 10-12 fractions.
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