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Abstract

This cross-sectional research was aimed to evaluate the prescription of herbal medicines
by public health officials, factors related to herbal medicine prescribing and problems with
the prescribing of herbal medicines by public health officials at Sub-district health promoting
hospitals (SHPHs), Samutsakorn province. The sample group was 172 public health officers
who worked in medical examinations at SHPHs which were selected by simple random sampling.
Research instrument was questionnaire. Data was collected during November 2022 to December
2022 and analyzed by descriptive statistics Chi-square test / Fisher’s exact test. The results were
as followings.

48.3% and 51.7% regularly prescribed herbal medicines and sometimes, respectively.
Factors related to the prescription of herbal medicines of public health officials in SHPHs by
statistically significant (P-value < 0.05) were position and experience in using herbal medicines.
The problems with the use of public health officials at SHPHs were a small number of herbal
medicine, lack of a guide to herbal medicine, low the publicity of the use of herbal medicines,
people still did not use it, high cost of some herbal medicines, some medications must be taken
in large amounts and smell quite strong for some herbal medicines at 20.3, 6.3, 4.0, 3.4, 2.3,
2.3, 1.7 and 1.7 percent, respectively.

According to the results, should build confidence, and encourage the prescribing of herbal

medicines for public health officials at SHPHs increasing.
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