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Abstract

Background and Rationale: The Decentralization Act B.E. 2542 mandates the transfer of health
responsibilities to local government organizations (LGOs). This research aimed to investigate the standards
and readiness for service provision of sub-district health promoting hospitals (SHPHs) that wanted to be
transferred to the provincial administrative organizations (PAOs).

Methodology: This mixed-methods qualitative research included in-depth interviews and focus
group discussions with policymakers (n = 6), public health representatives (n = 28), PAO representatives
(n = 16), and public sector representatives (n = 24) selected purposively. For the quantitative research,
the sample consisted of SHPH directors or representatives (n=430), selected through random sampling
and by size of PAOs. Research instruments included a semi-structured interview guide and a questionnaire
on primary care capacity standards and readiness. Content analysis was used for qualitative data, while
descriptive statistics and chi-squared test were used for quantitative data.

Results: 1. SHPHs reported adequate or high structural service readiness; however, staffing levels
particularly health professionals and supporting finance/account personnel were inadequate. 2. Most
SHPHs anticipated maintaining or even increasing service quantity post-transfer to the PAQOs, except in
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dental care where reductions were expected. 3. Recommendations from SHPHs to enhance the transfer
of health responsibilities included ensuring that health services to the public maintaining the pre-transfer
level, especially the provision of chronic disease treatments such as diabetes, hypertension, and dental
care, should continue status-quo health service networks.

Conclusion:

PAOs and the provincial health offices should develop local health plans, recruit

both health professionals and supporting personnel, and sign agreements to maintain existing service
models during the transition period. They should also prepare to promote, support, oversee, and eval-
uate operations according to professional standards and facilitate community-driven initiatives.

Keywords: readiness, capacity, primary care service provision, health promoting hospital,
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14. @3BV IUNTHIUSNNG Lan
15. N139ANINITRUE YT \an
16. MIUEIUTINVRIUTEI VU Lan

17. M3numuRRNguA WU T YUY ian
Tulwanunsuinwey

M. = WIMINY, UIN. = WAIWINIS

NANT197 1 wansiUsuiisuaum¥esluns
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Toun1sAaliiiu aua. muran sUsTEluAUeaINEY
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ann lag sw.an. Iivualngni Juunluuiiazdainu

410 Won flog xX*>  p-value

AU AU AU

(Souaz) (3ovaz) CRERE))

21 (16.4) 80 (62.5) 27 (21.1) 9.45 0.050
50 (18.9) 171 (64.8) 43 (16.3)

14 (36.8) 20 (52.6) 4 (10.5)

31 (24.2) 86 (67.2) 11 (8.6) 1.972 0.741
60 (22.7) 175 (66.3) 29 (11.0)

12 (31.6) 23 (60.5) 3(7.9)

16 (12.5) 86 (67.2) 26 (20.3) 2.141 0.710
47 (17.8) 167 (63.3) 50 (18.9)

7(18.4) 25 (65.8) 6 (15.8)

34 (26.6) 73 (57.0) 21 (16.4) 5.922 0.205
59 (22.3) 180 (68.2) 25 (9.5)

9 (23.7) 25 (65.8) 4 (10.5)

24 (18.8) 58 (45.3) 46 (35.9) 1.182 0.881
45 (17.0) 131 (49.6) 88 (33.3)

5(13.2) 20 (52.6) 13 (34.2)

55 (43.0) 66 (51.6) 7 (5.5) 0.423 0.981
118 (44.7) 135 (51.1) 11 (4.2)

17 (44.7) 19 (50.0) 2(5.3)

33 (25.8) 85 (66.4) 10 (7.8) 3.778 0.437
85 (32.2) 165 (62.5) 14 (5.3)

9 (10.5) 25 (65.8) 4 (10.5)
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A177991 2 Wisuiiieunissuianuansalunislivinismuanasguusnisugugiinendinisaieleunisialiiiuesdnis
UIMSEHIUTINIANUNANITUTZIIUAULBIYDINAUABE 19T UUNAUYLIAURY TI.E0.

518115 YUINVDY 1N Naf oy X2  p-value
TI.ER. I AU AU

(308a2) (508az) (508az)

1. msliawfnwuaznisduaiuguamn an 33(25.8)  85(66.4) 10(7.8)  3.778  0.437
nas 85(32.2) 165(62.5)  14(5.3)
Tnigy 9(23.7)  25(65.8)  4(10.5)
2. madeathusaznisliuinisluguu ian 71(55.5)  54(422)  3(23) 4273 0370
naNg 168 (63.6) 91 (34.5) 5(1.9)
Ty 24(63.2)  12(31.6) 2(5.3)
3. USNITAUANLLILATIAN \an 77(60.2) 43 (33.6) 8 (6.3) 0.418  0.981
naNg 165 (62.5) 86 (32.6) 13 (4.9)
Tvigy 24(63.5) 12 (31.6) 2(5.3)
4. USNMTINUHUATOUATD \an 51(39.8)  75(58.6) 2(1.6) 5575 0.233
AN 119 (45.1) 138 (52.3) 7(2.7)
gy 16 (42.1) 19 (50.0) 3(7.9)
5. nMsdaatulavunswaznslinaug én 60 (46.9) 67 (52.3) 1(8) 4.828  0.305
fuemsuazlnguINg nang 135(51.1) 124 (47.00  5(1.9)
vy 21(55.3)  15(39.5) 2(5.3)
6. miligiduiulsa én 67(523) 58(453)  3(23) 3525 0474
naNd 164 (62.1) 95 (36.0) 5(1.9)
Tngy 23 (60.5) 14 (36.8) 1(2.6)
7. mslinissnwneunatagvnguam n 68(53.1) 59 (46.1) 1(.8) 11.205  0.024
Fnutesradounduuaslsaiess (NCDs nan 170 (64.4) 83 (31.4) 11 (4.2)
laun DM, HT, Stroke, CKD) vy 25(65.8)  11(28.9) 2(5.3)
8. M3tz ds wazauaulsAfnge W ian 60 (46.9) 65 (50.8) 3(2.3) 5.397  0.249
HIV/AIDS, lsadaulsa, lsAunanise way naN4 139 (52.7) 114 (43.2) 11 (4.2)
ddeneen Tngy 22(57.9)  13(34.2) 3(7.9)
9. USMINURAETUEY/TIUANTTY @n 45(35.2)  65(50.8)  18(14.1) 10.743  0.030
AN 132 (50.0)  104(39.4) 28 (10.6)
gy 20 (52.6)  17(44.7) 1(2.6)
10. USMISEUANIAYNTU in 42 (32.8)  81(63.3) 5(3.9) 8.619  0.071
nas 124 (47.0)  128(48.5) 12 (4.5)
gy 19(50.0)  18(47.4) 1(2.6)
11, USN5gun wieu wagdevineu ian 53(41.4)  72(56.3) 3(2.3) 3.000  0.558
AN 129 (48.9) 125 (47.3) 10 (3.8)
gy 18 (47.4) 19 (50.0) 1(2.8)
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#1579 2 Wisuiigunissuianuanansalunslyusmsmuninsgiuuinisugugiinevasnisanelounsialiivesdnisuims
AUTMIAMNUNANITUTIUAULBIVDINANMBENTUUNAUVUIAVRY TI.E0. (7B)

518015 YUIAVDY 1N Waf Yioy ¥2  p-value
SI.ER. U U 1Y
(Soway) (5owaz) (5owaz)

12. USMIAVANEEI01 1an 80 (62.5) 47 (36.7) 1(.8) 1.967  0.742
IUN 178 (67.4) 82 (31.1) 4 (1.5)
gy 25(65.8)  12(31.6) 1(2.6)

13. USMITEUAINEANTT én 72(56.3)  54(42.2) 2(1.6) 2.303  0.680
ARAN 157 (59.5) 97 (36.7) 10 (3.8)
gy 23(60.5) 14 (36.8) 1(2.6)

14. yensenfisndu wagnisduaiuns 1an 56 (43.8) 68 (53.1) 4(3.1) 1.686  0.793
Tdeneeaumang nan 127 (48.1) 129 (48.9)  8(3.0)

gy 21(553) 16 (42.1) 1(2.6)
15. MIQUAFUNINTEHZEN LAazNITUaLUY in 72(56.3) 53 (41.4) 3(2.3) 2891 0576
UseAUADY NRBAIUTEULYIEURITIN nana 156 (59.1)  97(36.7) 11 (4.2)
NSPUA WAZUINTANEVAINSIEeTIn ey 23(60.5)  15(39.5) 0(0)
16. MsdnauInITMsSWINduNUlneg ian 56 (43.8) 56 (43.8) 16(12.4) 3737 0.443
GEN 128 (48.5) 106 (40.2) 30 (11.3)
gy 20 (52.6) 17 (44.8) 1(2.6)
17. manmdnUn 1an 30 (23.4) 79 (61.7) 19(14)  6.433  0.169
GEN 91 (34.5) 134 (50.8) 39 (14.8)
gy 15(39.5) 18(47.4)  5(13.2)

18. MIUIMIIANTNUANATEIFUSINATEAY én 43(33.6)  80(625  5(39) 11921 0.018
il Tnensfldausuveanndens sw. wivne  nang 108 (40.9) 147 (55.7) 9 (3.4)
SulsmeuadasIaunmeUa gy 18(47.4)  15(39.5)  5(13.2)

19. SEUUAMNNLAZINATTIUNTRIUURNNS ian 43 (33.6) 76 (59.4) 9 (7.0) 0.743  0.946
AIUNTUNNEUATE1515048Y (laboratory) nas 98 (37.1) 150 (56.8) 16 (6.1)

Tngy 15(39.5)  21(55.3) 2 (5.3)

20. maiszds Jesiu munu wazdevaiulsa  1én 71(55.5) 55 (43.0) 2(1.6) 3.269 0514
nana 165 (62.5) 95 (36.0) 4 (1.5)
Tngy 26 (68.4)  11(28.9) 1(2.6)

21. mii’]aqﬁmmsmmmmiam%a (10) an 68 (53.1) 56 (43.8) 4(3.1) 0.297  0.990
nana 142 (5.8) 116 (43.9) 6 (2.3)
Tngy 21(55.3) 16 (42.1) 1(2.6)

22. SYUUMTAUNAINTUNNTIANITEUNN an 70 (54.7)  55(43.0) 3(2.3) 1252 0.870
(health management information QGEN 153 (58.0) 101(38.3)  10(3.8)
system) W Yeyaluyuyu veyaly gy 22(579)  15(395)  1(26)
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A19797 2 Wiguiigunsiuianuaninsalunisliuinsnuanasgiuuinsuguginiendinisiigleunsialiiuesdnisuins
AUTMIAMNUNANTUTIUAULBIYDINANMBE 1T UUNAUYLIAYRY TN.ER. (D)

3789N13 YUV N wan oy X?  p-value
IN.EA. MU MU 37U
(Gowaz)  (Sowaz)  (Soway)

23. msdamstuiinayseileou waganidng van 58 (45.3) 67 (52.3) 3(2.3) 6.410  0.171
maﬂ;}'ﬂaaLLazﬂssmﬂsﬁ@LL.a%Uﬁmjamm nang 153 (58.0) 106 (40.2) 5(1.9)
nanUseiugunuazavsuselovd gy 20 (52.6) 18 (47.9) 0(0)
flvusnns fuuinns uazdiiieades

24. UIMsNUURWRLAZANIAN N5 Wén 46 (35.9) 76 (59.4) 6 (4.7) 5479  0.242
Hufudn nmslientaedingniu nan 127 (48.1) 126 (47.7)  11(4.2)

Ty 18 (47.4)  18(47.4) 2 (5.3)

25. MsuUIMsen L wdosdlounmed Wan 53(41.4)  71(55.5) 4(3.1) 5752 0.218

uavgUnsaidy 1 nam 136 (51.5) 117 (44.3)  11(4.2)
Ty 18 (47.4) 17 (44.7) 3(7.9)

26. M3ufiRnummsmsiosiumsidutie Wén 48 (37.5) 74 (57.8) 6 (4.7) 4.712  0.318
ANIAULAEANURAMILNLY nana 129 (48.9) 126 (47.7)  9(3.4)
NANNITULNNERNBULKINR Tngy 17 (44.7) 20 (52.6) 1(2.6)

27. supunivdsndes ma@umfmazqmﬁma Wén 54 (42.2) 69 (53.9) 5(3.9) 4.000  0.406

nang 133 (50.4) 121 (458)  10(3.8)
Tvgy 16 (42.1) 19 (50.0) 3(7.9)
28. Msdnnsvezuazvzfnige Wan 62 (48.4) 64 (50.0) 2 (1.6) 6.939  0.139
NaNg 162 (61.4) 96 (36.4) 6 (2.3)
Ty 23(60.5)  14(36.8) 1(2.6)

29. nMsliuinisiaenadesiuliymues 1N 78 (60.9) 47 (36.7) 3(2.3) 2303 0.680

Ussruluiiui naw 180(68.2) 80(303) 4 (L5)
Y 24 (632)  13(34.2) 1(2.6)

30. msadEsuNsEdNs IR sEUIYUY van 81(63.3)  47(36.7) 0(0) 3.418  0.490

Tunsandunusiugunn nNaa 180(68.2)  81(30.7) 3(1.1)
Ty 27 (71.1)  11(28.9) 0 (0)
31. MIIUINTFUANIIUTY Tneyuyy Win 84 (65.6)  42(32.8) 2(1.6) 0.903  0.924
wazNALAIRUIY nang 175 (66.3) 86 (32.6) 3(1.1)
Tug 27(71.1) 11 (28.9) 0 (0)
32. mMsdnwmeunaitoy van 63(49.2)  62(48.4) 3(2.3) 4411  0.353
AGRN 159 (60.2) 99 (37.5) 6 (2.3)
Tngy 22(57.9)  15(39.5) 1(2.6)
33. nMsIavilasIsilAYINuleung Wan 70 (54.7)  52(40.6) 6 (4.7) 1.029  0.905
nang 149 (56.4) 102 (38.6)  13(4.9)
Ty 22(57.9)  15(39.5) 1(2.6)
34. MIALTUNUANTEUUUTEAUAMAIN Wan 58 (45.3) 65 (50.8) 5(3.9) 8.254  0.083
NaNg 148 (56.1) 113 (42.8) 3(1.1)
Ty 22 (57.9)  14(36.8) 2 (5.3)

AIDS = acquired immunodeficiency syndrome, CKD = chronic kidney disease, DM = diabetes mellitus, HIV = human immunodeficiency virus,
HT = hypertension, IC = infection control, NCDs = non-communicable diseases
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