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Abstract

This research article studied the role of the National Committee on International Trade and Health

Studies (NCITHS) in terms of policy coherence linking knowledge to performance and outcomes. The

research employed qualitative methods including documentary research and in-depth interview to

collect data based on the research framework namely strategic-constituencies approach, goal attainment,

and theory of change. The findings showed that NCITHS could frame knowledge and policy coherence

in case of monitoring public policies and became a participatory platform to create ‘trust” among policy

actors to willingly share information. However, there were some obstacles, including the organizational

structure, limitation of policy recommendation, inconsistence of position and person in committee’s

composition as well as the limitation of presenting academic information to reach policy stream. The

research suggests that NCITHS should become a formal platform for participation and create a databank

about international trade and health policy. Moreover, the working process should be proactive and

support political communication beyond academic circles to the broader public.

Keywords: health policy, international trade, knowledge linkage, policy coherence
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ASEAN = the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, ATISA = ASEAN Trade in Service Agreement, CPTPP = Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement for Tran-Pacific Partnership , EU-FTA = The European Union Free Trade Agreement, IHPP = International Health
Policy Program, ITH = International Trade and Health, NCITHS = National Commission on Trade and Health Studies, TPP = Trans-Pacific
Partnership, UPOV = The International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants, WTO = World Trade Organization
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