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Abstract

The National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) category E(2) was first announced in 2007 to be the drug
list for specific groups of patients to provide equitable access to high-cost medicines regardless of
health benefit schemes. The selection of medicines to the category E(2) was managed by the NLEM
subcommittee under the National Drug System Development Committee. Since 2007, the selection
process has been evolved leading to an increase number of medicines to the E(2) list. This study
aimed to describe the selection process of medicine to the NLEM category E(2), including responsible
organization, process, definition/selection criteria, outcomes, as well as barriers and enablers. A
qualitative approach was employed comprising document review and semi-structured interviews with
policymakers and stakeholders of the selection process. Data were analyzed using a content analysis
approach. The results revealed that the number of medicines in the NLEM category E(2) increased every
3 years according to the serving term of the committees, resulting in 32 medicines approved for treating
40 indications in 2018. Barriers to efficient work procedures were addressed as follows: 1) limited budget
and skilled workforces; 2) limited frequency of call for drug submission to the NLEM; and 3) different
interpretation of the definition and enlistment criteria of NLEM on category E(2). In addition, the present
study found that giving high priority to the selection of medicines to the category E(2) and reviewing
barriers, enablers of the selection processes of the subcommittee would lead to a more efficient
selection process. The present study recommends performance improvement plans through
organizational structure including recruiting highly skilled staff, improving work processes, and a
monitoring and evaluation system to achieve the efficient selection process.

Keywords: drug selection, National List of Essential Medicines, category E(2)
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’ The complementary list presents essential medicines for priority diseases, for which specialized diagnostic or monitoring facilities,

and/or specialist medical care, and/or specialist training are needed. In case of doubt medicines may also be listed as complementary

on the basis of consistent higher costs or less attractive cost-effectiveness in a variety of settings.




e

Uil 15 AUV 4 6aIAN-5WIIAN 2564

21SANSIVEUS:UUAISISIUTY

YIFAUNITARLGDNEN

« numudgmuasauassavesnisuseiiiy
PANFYNaLAsYEmMansTiantanindsun (6 iew)
TutuneunsieuvesemgyhuduAsygenand
GRMATGRD

o MvuAliIRE@UIYNIT LasfunuAMe
yhudidenauisndsunsdaidensidngandn
shuumatfunislierludunounisinuresene
yhauiiuguansddldontnd a(2) wazenifideuly
nsdald

v a

5) WaluNlASIAT 1AL NUSNAVIE1UNYT DY,

IS v

TfaenndoafunisimuSyTemanuvewd i
Usglowilunsatuayunisdndunisaneg a3
Usgleminanisdndensn Wy Winfdeay Wau
Fenm WaunssuuasaumeAiionIsaeansanely
LATANBUDNVYILIY WAUNSEUURANILAADATT
nszuaunsvheu Inglinasundndse uguaimiu

WG UGN

naanssuys:Nafa

lasensAnuideluasall lasunisatvayusy
Uszanauanan UuIdussuuansIsngy AMgHII8Ye

Y o

youauiUIMsuaiimunulsuisanynatadIL
Aendos sataindsns fuivswasidmeiian
yeuing Aldlideyaiiduusslomninenisinu
Felundall

References

1. National Drug System Development Committee. National list
of essential medicines 2008. Royal Thai Government Gazette
Volume 125; Section 51 D (Dated Mar 10, 2008). (in Thai)

2. National List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee. Philoso-
phy, principle, criterion and explanation 2016 (modern drug
list) [Internet]. 2016. Available from: http://ndi.fda.moph.
go.th/drug_national. (in Thai)

10.

11.

12.

National List of Essential Medicine category E(2) Working
Group. Summary of essential medicine category E(2). The 1st
meeting of National List of Essential Medicine category E(2)
Working Group. Nonthaburi: Food and Drug Administration;
2010. (in Thai)

World Health Organization. Equitable access to essential
medicines: a framework for collective action. World Health
Organization; 2004. Available from: https://apps.who.int/iris/
bitstream/handle/10665/68571/?sequence=1.
Turongkaravee S, Tantivess S, Rattanavipapong W, Kham-
pang R, Leelahavarong P, Teerawattananon Y. Assessment
on National List of Essential Medicine category E(2) 2008:
Health Intervention and Technology Assessment; 2012 [up-
dated 2012 Oct 15]. Available from: https://www.hitap.net/
documents/20611. (in Thai)

. National Drug Committee. “Appointment on development

of the national list of essential medicine subcommittee”.
2007 Mar 29. Nonthaburi: National Drug Committee; 2007.
(in Thai)

National Drug System Development Committee. “Appoint-
ment on development of the national list of essential
medicine subcommittee”. 2009 Dec 8. Nonthaburi: National
Drug Committee; 2009. (in Thai)

National Drug System Development Committee. “Appoint-
ment on development of the national list of essential
medicine subcommittee”. 2012 Dec 19. Nonthaburi: National
Drug Committee; 2012. (in Thai)

National Drug System Development Committee. “Appoint-
ment on development of the national list of essential
medicine subcommittee”. 2016 Mar 15. Nonthaburi: National
Drug Committee; 2016. (in Thai)

National List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee. Guideline
for national list of essential medicine category e. The 4th
meeting of Development of the National List of Essential
Medicine Subcommittee in 2007 Jul 27. Nonthaburi: Food
and Drug Administration; 2007. (in Thai)

National List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee. Minutes of
the 2nd meeting of Development of the National List of Es-
sential Medicine Subcommittee in 2009 Mar 11. Nonthaburi:
Food and Drug Administration; 2009. (in Thai)
Kittiratchakool N, Hadnorntun P, Kulpokin D, Prawjaeng J,
Kumluang S, Leelahavarong P, et al. Health technology
assessment of the Health Economics Working Group under
the Subcommittee for the Development of the National List
of Essential Medicines between 2016 and 2018. Journal of
Health Systems Research. 2020;14:289-310. (in Thai)

()
O



Journal of Health Systems Research

Vol. 15 No. 4 October-December 2021

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

National List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee.
Minutes of the 6th meeting of Development of the National
List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee on 2010 Jun 17.
Nonthaburi: Food and Drug Administration; 2010. (in Thai)
National List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee.
Minutes of the 3rd meeting of Development of the National
List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee on 2016 Jun 13.
Nonthaburi: Food and Drug Administration; 2010. (in Thai)
Health Economics Working Group. Minutes of the 1st
meeting of Health Economics Working Group on 2010
Mar 15. Nonthaburi: Food and Drug Administration; 2010.
(in Thai)

National List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee. Min-
utes of the 4th meeting of Development of the National
List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee on 2010 Apr 20.
Nonthaburi: Food and Drug Administration; 2010. (in Thai)
Philosophy of National List of Essential Medicine Working
Group. Minutes of the 2nd meeting of Philosophy of National
List of Essential Medicine Working Group on 2010 May 31.
Nonthaburi: Food and Drug Administration; 2010. (in Thai)
National List of Essential Medicine category E(2) Working
Group. Minutes of the 3rd meeting of National List of Essen-
tial Medicine category E(2) Working Group on 2010 Jun 11.
Nonthaburi: Food and Drug Administration; 2010. (in Thai)
National Drug System Development Committee. National
list of essential medicines 2013. Royal Thai Government
Gazette Volume 130; Section 126 D (Dated Sep 30, 2013).
(in Thai)

National List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee.
Minutes of the 8th meeting of Development of the National
List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee on 2012 Aug 15.
Nonthaburi: Food and Drug Administration; 2012. (in Thai)
National Drug System Development Committee. National list
of essential medicines (No. 2) 2016. Royal Thai Government
Gazette Volume 133; Section 255 D (Dated Nov 10, 2016).
(in Thai)

National List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee.
Minutes of the 9th meeting of Development of the National
List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee on 2010 Sep 21.
Nonthaburi: Food and Drug Administration; 2010. (in Thai)
National List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee.
Minutes of the 6th meeting of Development of the National
List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee on 2013 Jun 25.
Nonthaburi: Food and Drug Administration; 2013.
(in Thai)

National List of Essential Medicine category E(2) Working

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

Group. Minutes of the 4th meeting of National List of
Essential Medicine category E(2) Working Group on 2017 May
3. Nonthaburi: Food and Drug Administration; 2017. (in Thai)
National List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee. Report
on national list of essential medicine. The 1st meeting of
Development of the National List of Essential Medicine
Subcommittee on 2007 Apr 10. Nonthaburi: Food and Drug
Administration; 2007. (in Thai)

Health Economics Working Group. Minutes of the 2nd
meeting of Health Economics Working Group on 2013
May 23. Nonthaburi: Food and Drug Administration; 2013.
(in Thai)

National List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee. Minutes
of the 5th meeting of Development of the National List
of Essential Medicine Subcommittee on 2013 May 31.
Nonthaburi: Food and Drug Administration; 2013. (in Thai)
National List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee. Minutes
of the 1st meeting of Development of the National List of
Essential Medicine Subcommittee in 2008 Jan 30. Nonthaburi:
Food and Drug Administration; 2013. (in Thai)
Chaikledkaew U, Teerawattananon Y. Guidelines for health
technology assessment in Thailand (second edition) 2013.
Nonthaburi: Wacharin P.P. Printing; 271 p. (in Thai)
National Drug System Development Committee. National
list of essential medicines (No. 2) 2008. Royal Thai Govern-
ment Gazette Volume 125; Section 51 D (Dated Mar 10,
2008) (in Thai)

National Drug System Development Committee. National list
of essential medicines (No.3) 2008. Royal Thai Government
Gazette Volume 125; Section 136 D (Dated Aug 11, 2008)
(in Thai)

National Drug System Development Committee. National list
of essential medicines 2012. Royal Thai Government Gazette
Volume 129; Section 85 D (Dated May 25, 2012) (in Thai)
National Drug System Development Committee. National
list of essential medicines 2015. Royal Thai Government
Gazette Volume 132; Section 184 D (Dated Aug 10, 2015)
(in Thai)

National Drug System Development Committee. National list
of essential medicines 2018. Royal Thai Government Gazette
Volume 135; Section 14 D (Dated Jan 19, 2018) (in Thai)
Ministry of Health Pharmaceutical Services Program. Guide-
lines on Submission of Dossier for Listing into the Ministry
of Health Medicines Formulary. 2nd ed; 2019.

Ministry of Health Pharmaceutical Services Programme.

National Essential Medicines List. Pharmaceutical Services

()
O



21SANSIVEUS:UUAISISIUTY

e

15 aUUii 4 gaiaN-s1IAN 2564

Z

-

Programme Ministry of Health; 2019.

37. World Health Organization. Factsheet 2019 Indonesia;
2019.

38. Office of the Public Sector Development Commission. Princi-
ple of Public Organization [updated 2011 Jun 22]. Available

39.

from: https://www2.opdc.go.th/special.php?spc_id=4&con-
tent_id=297. (in Thai)

National List of Essential Medicine Subcommittee. Report
on national list of essential medicine in 2016-2018; 2019 Apr
29; Richmond Hotel, Nonthaburi. (in Thai)

®



